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The Civil War in the United States began in 1861, after decades of 
simmering tensions between northern and southern states over 
slavery, states’ rights and westward expansion. The election of 

Abraham Lincoln in 1860 caused seven southern states to secede 
and form the Confederate States of America; four more states 

soon joined them. The War Between the States, as the Civil War 
was also known, ended in Confederate surrender in 1865.

1861
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our fathers brought forth on this continent, 

“Fourscore 
     and seven years ago

a new nation, conceived in Liberty, 



our fathers brought forth on this continent, 
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a new nation, conceived in Liberty, 

and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.”



10

Thousands of slaves fled to join the invading Northern armies, 
Lincoln was convinced that abolition had become a sound military 

strategy, as well as the morally correct path. On September 22, 
soon after the Union victory at Antietam, he issued a preliminary 
Emancipation Proclamation, declaring that as of January 1, 1863, 
all slaves in the rebellious states “shall be then, thenceforward, 

and forever free.” 

1863
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The Emancipation Proclamation was used as a tactic of war in the hopes 
that slaves within the rebellious states would join the union and fight 

against the Confederates States.
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“All persons held as slaves” within the rebellious states

“are, and henceforward shall be free.”



“All persons held as slaves” within the rebellious states

“are, and henceforward shall be free.”
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1865

THE

The 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, ratified in 1865 
in the aftermath of the Civil War, abolished slavery in the United 

States. The 13th Amendment states: “Neither slavery nor 
involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof 

the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the 
United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.”
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Neither slavery nor 
involuntary servitude, except 

as a punishment for crime 
whereof the party shall have 

been duly convicted, shall 
exist within the United States, 

or any place subject to their 
jurisdiction.
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1865

Black codes were restrictive laws designed to limit the freedom of 
African Americans and ensure their availability as a cheap labor 

force after slavery was abolished during the Civil War. Though the 
Union victory had given some 4 million slaves their freedom, the 
question of freed blacks’ status in the postwar South was still very 

much unresolved. Under black codes, many states required blacks 
to sign yearly labor contracts; if they refused, they risked being 

arrested, fined and forced into unpaid labor.
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J I M  C R O W

THE JIM CROW LAWS

WEIGH THE DIFFERENCE

LYNCHINGS
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Jim Crow laws were a collection of state and local statutes that 
legalized racial segregation. Named after an insulting song lyric 

regarding African Americans, the laws—which existed for about 100 
years, from the post-Civil War era until 1968—were meant to return 
Southern states to an antebellum class structure by marginalizing 

black Americans. Black communities and individuals that attempted 
to defy Jim Crow laws often met with violence and death.
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Laws that legalized racial segregation

that lasted up to 100 years
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that lasted up to 100 years
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Those who 
refused to sign 
labor contracts 
were forced to 
work for free
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Throughout the late 19th century racial tension grew throughout the 
United States.  More of this tension was noticeable in the Southern 
parts of the United States.  In the south, people were blaming their 

financial problems on the newly freed slaves that lived around them.  
Lynchings were becoming a popular way of resolving some of 

the anger that whites had in relation to the free blacks.
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T H E  E N D  O F 
J I M  C R O W
BROWN VS. BOARD

CIVIL RIGHTS ACT

VOTING RIGHTS ACT
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Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka was a landmark 1954 
Supreme Court case in which the justices ruled unanimously that 

racial segregation of children in public schools was unconstitutional. 
Brown v. Board of Education was one of the cornerstones of the 
civil rights movement, and helped establish the precedent that 

“separate-but-equal” education and other services were not, in 
fact, equal at all.
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“deprived of the equal protection of the 

laws guaranteed by the 14th Amendment.”
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After years of struggle and 
setbacks, advocates for 

equality celebrate the passage 
of sweeping legislation that 

prohibits racial discrimination.
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 “Though the struggle against 
racism would continue, legal 

segregation had been brought 
to its knees in the United 

States.”



46

The Voting Rights Act of 1965, signed into law by President Lyndon 
B. Johnson, aimed to overcome legal barriers at the state and 

local levels that prevented African Americans from exercising their 
right to vote as guaranteed under the 15th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution. The Voting Rights Act is considered one of the most 

far-reaching pieces of civil rights legislation in U.S. history.
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The Voting Rights Act is considered one 
of the most far-reaching pieces of civil 

rights legislation in U.S. history.
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